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Performing Arts Faculty: Music
Curriculum Overview
All children are entitled to a curriculum and to the powerful knowledge which will open doors and maximise their life chances. Below is a high-level overview of the critical knowledge children will learn in this particular subject, at each key stage from Year 7 to Year 11, in order to equip students with the cultural capital they need to succeed in life. The curriculum is planned vertically and horizontally giving thought to the optimum knowledge sequence for building secure schema.
The purpose of the music curriculum is to build on any previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. They will develop their instrumental and vocal skills and explore how a variety of cultures have shaped a wide range of musical styles and traditions. They will deepen their understanding of ‘how’ by playing with accuracy and expression, improvise and compose using different structures, scales and tonalities, explore a range of notations and develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of key musicians and composers through listening and appraising. Students will develop confidence and resilience as well as self-discipline and teamwork.
· Key skills & concepts of learning
· Develop knowledge and understanding
· Perform, compose and listen to music
· Develop instrumental and vocal skills
· Explore cultures, musical styles and traditions
· Play with accuracy & expression
· Develop confidence, resilience, self-discipline and teamwork

Knowledge, skills and understanding to be gained at each stage*
	
	Cycle 1
	Cycle 2
	Cycle 3

	YEAR 7
	Connect It

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Identify and describe the elements of music
· Demonstrate a range of body percussion sounds and techniques
· Perform basic/complex rhythmic patterns as part of an ensemble
· Demonstrate how elements can be manipulated to enhance a performance/composition
· Suggest good features of their own and others’ work and make refinements
Key Skills:
· Timing
· Accuracy
· Fluency
· Rhythm Variety
· Ensemble Skills
· Texture through composition
· Use of expression
· Performance skills

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the half term. Interim videos will be taken throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.
Used as a bassline assessment
	Find Your Voice- Musical Futures

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Perform the notes of the accompanying parts for the 4 chord song. 
· Identify and recreate the timbres of a drum kit and layer these to create an accompaniment. 
· Gain confidence to perform and sing. 
· Create imaginative arrangements around the four-chord mash up.
Key Skills:
· Timing
· Singing in parts
· Maintaining a part
· Chord structure
· Texture
· Correct vocal technique
· Warning up
· Ensemble skills
· Composition
· Leading a group

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the half term. Interim videos will be taken throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.

Previous terminology and knowledge of beats and timing re-tested. (HT1)


	Band Skills Project

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Perform the chords on the ukulele and/or keyboard for a band song. 
· Perform the vocal part for the song and how this fits with the chords. 
· Perform riff/melody if the song has one. 
· Practise the song in time as a band, in class band, then small groups. 
· Use expression in performance- dynamics/texture etc.
Key Skills:
· Timing
· Fluency
· Accuracy
· Instrumental Technique
· Creating Rhythmic interest
· Adding Expression
· Warming Up
· Vocal Technique

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the half term. Interim videos will be taken throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.

Previous terminology and knowledge of beats and timing re-tested. (HT 1&2)
	Keyboard Skills 

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Create a House-style drum beat on Bandlab
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Create their own chord sequence and bass line on the software, and sequence this on Bandlab
· Quantise parts for accuracy. 
· Identify the BPMs of various dance music styles.  
· Apply the structural devices used in dance music- Breakdown, drop, introduction etc. 
· Apply automation to develop dynamic contrast in Bandlab
Key Skills:
· Quantising/Timing
· Using technology to compose
· Looping
· Composing melodies
· Developing texture and rhythm
· Structural devices
· Adding effects

Assessment will be a completed Bandlab track. These will be monitored throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.

Previous terminology re-tested. Previous knowledge of beats and timing re-tested as well as the notes of a chord and how to find a chord. (HT3)
	Mambo

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Perform a variety of different rhythms used in Mambo
· Compose a group piece using key features of Mambo
· Demonstrate understanding of key terminology used in Mambo
· Perform and compose using syncopation
Key Skills:
· Syncopated Rhythms
· Timing
· Fluency
· Composition
· Texture
· Rhythmic Variety
· Performance confidence
· Leadership

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the half term. Interim videos will be taken throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.

Previous terminology and knowledge of beats and timing re-tested. (HT1, 3 &4)


	Reggae Band Project

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Identify the offbeat chords as characteristic of reggae. 
· Set up a band room safely, and can tune instruments. 
· Rehearse the chords on keyboard and play them on the offbeat. 
· Rehearse and perform the vocal part accurately
· Perform Rude in bands using keyboards, bass, ukulele and vocals.
Key Skills:
· Timing
· Use of offbeat rhythm
· Instrumental Technique
· Two handed keyboards playing
· Ensemble skill

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the half term. Interim videos will be taken throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.

Previous terminology re-tested. Previous knowledge of beats and timing re-tested as well as the notes of a chord and how to find a chord.
Previous knowledge of instrumental techniques (HT. 

	YEAR 8
	Global Traditions

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Identify the key features of a variety of musical styles (Samba, African Drumming, Gamelan, Raga & Folk) from around the world (Call and response, Imitation, Syncopation and cross rhythms, improvisation, Aeolian modes, Rags pentatonic scale)
· Can play accurately and in time using the stylistic features of each Tradition. 
· Create/Improvise a piece of music from that tradition- eg. A Samba Call, improvisation on a raga, adapt a folk song with new lyrics/melodies.
Key Skills:
· Timing
· Fluency
· Accuracy
· Lyric Writing
· Performing complex rhythms
· Composition and structure

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the each tradition. These will then be assessed holistically. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.


Previous terminology from  a variety of SOL’s revisited. Keyboard skills revisited from Y7 HT 2 and 6. Texture and rhythmic variety revisited from Y7 HT4.


	Blues

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Identify the key features of Blues music
· Perform the key structural parts of blues music- walking bassline, chords, improvisation
· Apply key techniques to your own composition
· Rehearse and improvise using the blues scale
Key Skills:
· Improvisation
· Structural understanding
· Swung rhythms
· Composition
· Keyboard skills
· Timing
· Fluency

Assessment will be a filmed performance at the end of the half term. Interim videos will be taken throughout to track progress. Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.


Previous terminology and knowledge of beats tested. Use and knowledge of chords C, F and G re-visited from Y7 HT2 and Y7 HT6. Texture and rhythm revisited from Y7 HT4. Improvisation also revisited from Y8 HT1.

	Band Skills 1 

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Identify and discuss the key features of effective ensemble performance
· Demonstrate aptitude on a range of instruments and instrumental techniques
· Perform in a range of styles and genres with confidence
· Evaluate and assess their own and their peers’ progress, identifying strengths and areas for development

Key Skills
· Ensemble performance
· Instrumental technique
· Improvisation
· Performing with  confidence
· Accuracy
· Critical analysis of own and others’ performance
· 
Assessment will be ongoing through formative feedback, this will culminate in a final assessed performance which will be video recorded.

Previous knowledge tested includes ensemble performance skills, instrumental techniques and the use of elements of music terminology when analysing performance.
	Chords 

On completion of this unit students should be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of different types of chords
· Understand how to construct different chords consistently from chord symbols
· Understand sharp and flat accidental notes
· Perform simple keyboard melodies with chordal accompaniment
Key Skills:
· Music theory
· Reading notation
· Accuracy
· Instrumental technique
· Fluency
· Left and right hand independence
· Duet performance skills

Assessment will be through regular teacher feedback culminating in a final performance

Previous knowledge re-tested includes rhythmic patterns and use of notation. Performance skills and use of the elements of music in shaping an effective performance
	Serialism/Minimalism

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Identify key features of the two styles
· Compose using both minimalistic and serial techniques
· Use texture and structure to compose
· Form a 12-tone row
· Effectively use expression to enhance compositions
· Evaluate and peer assess compositions

Key Skills:
· Minimalistic techniques
· Composing using a 12-tone row
· Applying expression
· Editing your own work
· Applying structure and texture

Assessment will be a completed Bandlab track. These will be monitored throughout to track progress. 
Terminology will be assessed through mini whiteboard tasks and class discussion throughout.


Previous knowledge of melody writing revisited from Y8 HT2, HT4 and Y7 HT5.

	Band Skills 2 

On completion of this unit, students should be able to:
· Apply their knowledge and understanding of effective ensemble performance
· Demonstrate aptitude on a range of instruments and instrumental techniques
· Perform increasingly complex pieces in a range of styles and genres with confidence
· Evaluate and assess their own and their peers’ progress, identifying strengths and areas for development, making critical judgements of progress and suggesting improvements

Key Skills
· Ensemble performance
· Instrumental technique
· Improvisation
· Performing with  confidence
· Accuracy
Critical analysis of own and others’ performance

Assessment will be ongoing through formative feedback, this will culminate in a final assessed performance which will be video recorded.

Previous knowledge tested includes ensemble performance skills, instrumental techniques and the use of elements of music terminology when analysing performance.



*A powerful, knowledge-rich curriculum teaches both declarative knowledge (facts; knowing that something is the case; what we think about) and non-declarative or procedural knowledge (skills and processes; knowing how to do something; what we think with). There are no skills without bodies of knowledge to underpin them.
In some subjects, a further distinction can be made between substantive knowledge (the domain specific knowledge accrued e.g., knowledge of the past) and disciplinary knowledge (how the knowledge is accrued e.g., historical reasoning).
Please refer to the DAT Curriculum Principles, published on our website, for further information about how we have designed our all-through curriculum.
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