KS3 Curriculum Intent for Music
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. We achieve this in Music through the below:
By the end of KS3 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Music will be exposed to the following: 
· The Musical Elements
· Singing
· Keyboard Skills and Staff Notation
· Mambo
· Reggae Music
· Global traditions: African Drumming, Samba, Indian Classical, Gamelan
· Composition of Rhythm and Melody
· Major and Minor Chords
· Band Skills
· Popular Song
· Blues Music
· Computer Game Music through Music Technology
By the end of KS3 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Music will be taught the following skills: 
· DR PITTS/The Musical Elements (Dynamics, Rhythm, Pitch, Instruments, Tempo, Texture and Structure).
· How to use DR PITTS when analysing a song or piece of music, including Italian terminology used to describe the different Musical Elements.
· How DR PITTS can be used to create contrast in a performance or composition.
· Note values: Names, how long each value lasts and the symbols used to represent them in music.
· Reading treble and bass clef notation.
· Reading TAB for guitar and chord boxes for guitar and ukulele.
· Basic ensemble skills through group composition and band performances.
· Produce music using music technology. 

In order to truly appreciate the subject and create deep schema, Music has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
The purpose of the music curriculum is to build on any previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. They will develop their instrumental and vocal skills and explore how a variety of cultures have shaped a wide range of musical styles and traditions. They will deepen their understanding of ‘how’ by playing with accuracy and expression, improvise and compose using different structures, scales and tonalities, explore a range of notations and develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of key musicians and composers through listening and appraising. Students will develop confidence and resilience as well as self-discipline and teamwork.
Key skills & concepts of learning
· Develop knowledge and understanding
· Perform, compose and listen to music
· Develop instrumental and vocal skills
· Explore cultures, musical styles and traditions
· Play with accuracy & expression
· Develop confidence, resilience, self-discipline and teamwork

Year 7:
· Students will be exposed to a wide range of music from a variety of time periods. The year 7 curriculum has been designed with ‘skill development’ in mind, with a large emphasis placed on developing listening skills and theoretical knowledge of music, including reading music written for a variety of different instruments. The year 7 curriculum for music has been designed to accommodate the wide range of musical experiences that students may have received at primary school. 
· Students will begin with a unit based on the Musical Elements to provide a secure foundation to their knowledge of how to describe the music that they are listening to/performing, learning musical terminology which will be used throughout their time studying music in KS3/4. 
· At the second half of cycle 1 students will be learning to sing in harmony with others. The purpose of this unit is to ensure that students are building on their prior knowledge of singing in unison with accuracy of pitch and rhythm. This will be taught in an engaging acapella group style, with beat boxing techniques and instrumental accompaniment sounds. 
· In cycle 2, students are properly introduced to the keyboard as they consolidate knowledge from the first cycle on rhythm and pitch by practically applying this knowledge to the instrument.  
· Building on from the skills developed during the keyboard skills unit in cycle 2, students start cycle 3 with a unit on chords and will be introduced to a variety of pop instruments (ukulele, guitar and drums), learning how they can be constructed and how to read box chord diagrams for guitar and ukulele. Students will continue to gain confidence on the instruments that they have been introduced to, leading to a class band performance. 
· Students will start cycle 3 with Mambo and be introduced to more complex, syncopated rhythms. Students will further develop their ensemble skills and compose their own rhythms. The purpose of this unit is for students to access music from outside of the Western Classical tradition and pop songs. Students will be consolidating their knowledge of rhythm and pulse as well as introducing new concepts such as Call and Response.
· Students will finish their learning in year 7 with a unit on Reggae, working in groups to create a performance of the song ‘Three Little Birds’ by Bob Marley. The main focus of this unit is students using the key features of the genre to create a stylistically accurate performance of the song. Students will continue to gain confidence on the instrument(s) that they have chosen to specialise on, leading to a final performance in bands.

Year 8:
· The year 8 curriculum has been designed to build upon the skills that began to be developed during year 7, following the ‘spiral curriculum’ approach in which skills are consistently revisited through a variety of different topics, with each return presenting fresh challenges for students. This approach was made popular in music education following the work of Keith Swanwick. 
· In cycle 1 of year 8, students will start by studying Global traditions to develop powerful knowledge of the role of music in different cultures from around the world. The students will begin with African drumming, then move onto Samba, Gamelan, Indian classical music and finish with English folk music. 
· At the second half of cycle 1 students will develop their knowledge of major and minor chords by learning how to build them using semitones. Also, how to read a lead sheet in Popular Song and perform the chords on an instrument. 
· Students will start cycle 2 with a unit on Blues music. This provides students with an understanding of a genre of music that has influenced many musical genres since the 1920s. Students will recap a number of key skills and knowledge learnt during year 7, such as how to construct chords and the meaning of improvisation and call and response. This unit will lead to students performing their own interpretation of a blues piece on the keyboard featuring a 12 bar blues, walking bass line and improvisation. 
· The second half of cycle 2 will build on the Band skills developed during year 7. Throughout cycle 2 students will begin to think about an instrument to specialise on in preparation for if they decide to continue with music in year 9. This unit will continue to develop students’ skills in reading TAB as well as conventional music notation, box chord diagrams and drum notation.
· Students will start cycle 3 with a unit on Computer Game Music and introduce students to the use of music technology. Students will perform a famous computer game theme to get ideas for composing their own theme. The second half of cycle 3 gives students the opportunity to further develop their instrumental and ensemble skills with a second topic of band skills. Students will further develop their skills on the guitar by reading TAB notation and performing more complex pieces. 


The Music curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by: 
· Lucy Green’s work on informal learning in the music classroom and how popular musicians learn. This research eventually led to the creation of Musical Futures, a style of teaching that underpins much of the teaching within the department.
· The theoretical knowledge that is expected of students is in line with that expected of year 7 pupils according to the new Model Music Curriculum. This level of theory is roughly in line with the ABRSM grade 1 music theory syllabus.

Our Music curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
· Disadvantaged students following the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of both practical and theoretical knowledge. They will be supported through quality first teaching and intervention and support as required. 
· Enrichment activities such as extra-curricular activities (Choir and Band) will be open to all students. 
· Peripatetic Music lessons are offered to students and they have the opportunity to learn the keyboard, drum kit, electric guitar and voice. 
· There is also educational visits/concert trips for the faculty as well as workshops with visiting professionals.
· There are music technology opportunities through co-curricular and DJ workshops with an external provider. 
· SEN students follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of practical and theoretical knowledge. This is supported through clearly differentiated teaching which will include tailored resources and tasks to suit the needs of students. 
Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Across all schemes of work there is the opportunity for students to complete self and peer assessment tasks, allowing them to evaluate their own work and the work of others.
· Students will be assigned specific roles during group work, showing teamwork skills and an ability to work with others.
· The Drumming unit at the start of year 8 introduces students to music from other cultures. Other aspects of these cultures will also be explored, including the role of music in West African communities. 
Further Information can be found in:
· Long term plans
· All lessons on SharePoint 
· Knowledge Navigators

