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Year 8 Curriculum Intent for English
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. We achieve this in English through the below:
By the end of Year 8, students at Dixons Cottingley will have been exposed to the following rich texts: 
· The play ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell;
· The play ‘Othello’ by William Shakespeare; 
· A selection of poetry, non-fiction and narrative writing selected to represent a wide range of writers’ voices. 
By the end of Year 8, students at Dixons Cottingley will have been taught the following declarative knowledge: 
· The plot, characters and themes of the texts above;
· ‘Big Ideas’ relating to the texts above and the debates surrounding these ideas;
· Consolidation of the rules of grammar and punctuation including .,():;-‘ and the ‘Golden Sentences’ taught;
· How grammar, punctuation and ‘Golden Sentences’ can be adapted to create different impacts; 
· An enhanced understanding of the transferable knowledge regarding the text types studied: the conventions of modern plays, Shakespeare’s tragedies, poetic methods, narrative structure, stock characters, methods of characterisation, whole text and sentence level methods including imagery and other methods found in fiction and an enhanced range of rhetorical devices. 
By the end of Year 8 students at Dixons Cottingley will have practiced the following procedural knowledge: 
Reading aloud fluently through regular paired reading;
Comprehension of challenging texts through a variety of decoding, skimming and scanning strategies;
Inference based on key references; 
Identification of writer’s methods including choices made within specific word classes, imagery and foundational rhetorical devices;
Foundational written analysis focusing on explaining how the writer’s choices above shape meaning with an introduction to the analytical structure What? How? Why? with opportunities to consider writers’ intentions to inform the ‘Why’ part of the analytical structure; 
Planning a coherent piece of fiction and non-fiction writing;
Paragraphing accurately and creating cohesion through connectives and discourse markers;
How paragraphing and other structural choices can be crafted to create different impacts
[bookmark: _Hlk171889760]Constructing sentences of varied forms accurately including the accurate use of the following punctuation .,():;-‘””!?
Crafting ‘Golden Sentences’ focusing on adapting their forms for different impacts;
Conscious construction of imagery, other methods found in fiction and a wider variety of rhetorical devices from those studied in Year 7;
A variety of Tier 2 Vocabulary linked to the texts studied. 

In order to truly appreciate the subject and consolidate transferable knowledge, the curriculum has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
Year 7 students have spent their first academic year at Dixons Cottingley consolidating and building upon their knowledge of writing from primary school. In Year 8, the focus turns to adapting their choices for different impacts once the formal rules of grammar and paragraphing and the conventions of whole text structure have been mastered. 
In Year 7, students focused on the ‘What?’ and ‘How?’ parts of our analytical structure. In Year 8, students begin to consider ‘Why?’ writers make the choices they do with a stronger focus on writers’ intentions and the context within which the texts studied were written. For example, students consider the political motivations behind Russell’s writing of Blood Brothers. 
In English procedural knowledge develops gradually; in Year 11, students need to develop mastery in the areas above. Therefore, this knowledge is revisited and practiced spirally. Furthermore, the use of this knowledge is spaced and interleaved with alternation between reading and writing within each scheme of work so that it becomes consolidated as students move through their study. 
The study of English should begin with rich, high-quality texts of literary merit; each scheme of work has a carefully chosen text or text at its heart which is used as a springboard for developing students’ own writing. 

The English curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by: 
The Key Stage 3 National Curriculum – our scheme of work covers all aspects of the National Curriculum.
Best practice shared by colleagues within the English Department. 
The work of ‘Outstanding’ academies within the Dixons trust. 
Several key texts on curriculum planning in English including ‘Bringing the English Curriculum to Life’ by David Didau, ‘Closing the Reading Gap’, ‘Closing the Writing Gap’ and ‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’ by Alex Quigley and ‘Reading Reconsidered’ by Doug Lemov. 

Our English curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
· In English, we have a wealth of opportunities expose students to an array of challenging and exciting texts written in a very broad variety of contexts with situated purposes; we intend to increase the cultural capital of all students allowing them to access concepts and moral standpoints at least as well as their more advantaged peers.
· In English, we provide direct instruction of key high leverage vocabulary, ‘Golden Sentences’, accurate use of advanced punctuation and select excellent quality style models for students to use as the basis of their writing ensuring that all students are taught the craft of writing with intention; not only those who have read widely or live in homes where a high quality literature and non-fiction is read and discussed have access to this transferable knowledge. 
· On return in Y8, students’ reading ages are calculated and phonics testing is used to identity students requiring urgent intervention provided by trained staff within the academy.  This is repeated at the start of Year 8. Any students still requiring intervention access this in a timely manner. 
· Teachers focus on disadvantaged students as a priority when completing messy marking and providing in class interventions during whole class feedback. 
· As teachers of English, we have a moral obligation to foster a love of reading for pleasure and to promote the joy of writing; within our curriculum, we ensure that all teachers have a sense of ownership of the texts we study through opportunities for CPD and shared planning. Additionally, within the curriculum, we prioritise time for live modelling of creative writing of fiction, non-fiction and analytical writing to ensure that the required meta-cognitive processes are explicit for all students. 
· Homework focuses on the rehearsal of key transferable knowledge, vocabulary and concepts which will be important for success within the domain of English ensuring all students have the building blocks necessary for success. 

Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
· Through selecting a wide variety of texts which provide contrasting viewpoints regarding a range of moral issues, the English curriculum provides a wealth of opportunities for students’ moral development through understanding perspectives that differ from those shared by their own communities thus, promoting cohesion and empathy.  
· Through selecting texts from a wide variety of cultural contexts and time periods, students’ understanding and empathy for a plethora of cultures, historical periods and social / moral issues is deepened.
· Through selecting a variety of non-fiction texts in all year groups, ranging from topics such as social media use and healthy eating to sustainability and environmental issues, many opportunities for personal development are provided. 
· Pupils will have the opportunity to think critically about the perspectives presented in texts from different time periods.
Further Information can be found in:
Long term plans
Shared resources
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