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Year 11 Curriculum Intent for English
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. We achieve this in English through the below:
By the end of Year 11, students at Dixons Cottingley will have revised the following rich texts taught in Y10: 
· ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens;
· ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare; 
· The AQA ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry anthology; 
· ‘An Inspector Calls’ by John Boynton Priestley; 
· A series of novel openings in preparation for English Language Paper 1; 
· A series of thematically linked literary non-fiction from Pre 1900 to the modern day in preparation for English Language Paper 2. 
By the end of Year 11, students at Dixons Cottingley will have been taught the following declarative knowledge: 
· The key themes of texts above;
· Key contextual knowledge in relation to the texts above;
· ‘Big Ideas’ relating to the texts above and the debates surrounding these ideas (for example the benefits and pitfalls of capitalism and socialism and patriotism;
By the end of Year 11 students at Dixons Cottingley will have practiced the following procedural knowledge: 
Independent comprehension of challenging texts through a variety of decoding, skimming and scanning strategies;
Inference based on independently selected references from across texts; 
Identification of a comprehensive variety of writer’s methods including a focus on writer’s ‘bigger’ choices as promoted in recent examiners reports including characterisation, character development, use of setting and motifs; 
Clear and detailed analytical writing using our analytical writing structure ‘What?’, ‘How?, ‘Why?’ aiming towards perceptive analysis with judicious selection of quotations.   
Planning a coherent and well-crafted piece of fiction and non-fiction writing;
Paragraphing accurately and creating cohesion through connectives and discourse markers;
Crafting structural choices taught to create effective and innovative overall structure; 
Constructing sentences of varied forms accurately including the accurate use of the following punctuation .,():;-‘””?!
Crafting  ‘Golden Sentences’ focusing on adapting their forms for different impacts;
Conscious crafting of imagery, other methods found in fiction and a wider variety of rhetorical devices from those studied in Key Stage 3;
A variety of Tier 2 Vocabulary linked to the texts studied; 
A range of ‘Academic Phrases’ related to the literature texts studied;

In order to truly appreciate the subject and consolidate transferable knowledge, the curriculum has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
In Year 10, students were given the opportunity to experiment and craft their choices on a word, sentence and whole text level to create authentic writing within the subject domain; in Year 11, students hone their skills developing their individual voice. 
In Year 10, the emphasis on providing students with the knowledge they need to be able to provide conceptualised responses to the literature texts they study focusing on the interplay between the writer’s context, their intentions and the choices they make. In Year 11, students focus on how best to embed this knowledge into effective exam style responses. 
In Year 10, the focus is on students having excellent textual security of all of their literature texts in terms of plot and characters and an appreciation of the ‘Big Ideas’ writer’s are conveying in their texts. There was a greater focus on writing discrete sections of extended essay responses with detailed modelling of the meta-cognitive approaches needed to produce excellent essays. In Year 11, students write complete essays or responses to creative or transactional writing tasks on at least a weekly basis in order to ensure they are completely confident at meeting the demands of their GCSE exams. 
In Year 11, Morning Meeting and Do Nows are used to ensure that key knowledge is spaced and interleaved to give students the best chance to meet the demands of their GCSE exams. In the final Cycle, students study a key theme each week/ fortnight and consider how the theme is presented in each of their Literature texts and fiction and non-fiction extracts. This encourages a conceptualised approach to the texts as students see how they sit on the spectrum of ideas and can harness these ideas in their exam responses. 

The English curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by: 
The Key Stage 4 National Curriculum – our scheme of work covers all aspects of the National Curriculum.
Best practice shared by colleagues within the English Department. 
The work of ‘Outstanding’ academies within the Dixons trust. 
Several key texts on curriculum planning in English including the ‘Ready to Teach’ series, ‘Bringing the English Curriculum to Life’ by David Didau, ‘Closing the Reading Gap’, ‘Closing the Writing Gap’ and ‘Closing the Vocabulary Gap’ by Alex Quigley and ‘Reading Reconsidered’ by Doug Lemov. 

Our English curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
In English, we have a wealth of opportunities expose students to an array of challenging and exciting texts written in a very broad variety of contexts with situated purposes; we intend to increase the cultural capital of all students allowing them to access concepts and moral standpoints at least as well as their more advantaged peers.
In English, we provide direct instruction of key high leverage vocabulary, ‘Golden Sentences’, accurate use of advanced punctuation and select excellent quality style models for students to use as the basis of their writing ensuring that all students are taught the craft of writing with intention; not only those who have read widely or live in homes where a high quality literature and non-fiction is read and discussed have access to this transferable knowledge. 
Teachers focus on disadvantaged students as a priority when completing messy marking and providing in class interventions during whole class feedback. 
As teachers of English we have a moral obligation to foster a love of reading for pleasure and to promote the joy of writing; within our curriculum, we ensure that all teachers have a sense of ownership of the texts we study through opportunities for CPD and shared planning. Additionally, within the curriculum, we prioritise time for live modelling of creative writing of fiction, non-fiction and analytical writing to ensure that the required meta-cognitive processes are explicit for all students. 
In Year 11, students complete a weekly exam style question. Students are also given key revision focused activities to complete such as essay plans to ensure they complete independent revision from the early stages of Year 11. 

Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
Through selecting a wide variety of texts which provide contrasting viewpoints regarding a range of moral issues, the English curriculum provides a wealth of opportunities for students’ moral development through understanding perspectives that differ from those shared by their own communities thus, promoting cohesion and empathy.  
Through selecting texts from a wide variety of cultural contexts and time periods, students’ understanding and empathy for a plethora of cultures, historical periods and social / moral issues is deepened.
Through selecting a variety of non-fiction texts in all year groups, ranging from topics such as social media use and healthy eating to sustainability and environmental issues, many opportunities for personal development are provided. 
Pupils will have the opportunity to think critically about the perspectives presented in texts from different time periods.

Further Information can be found in:
Long term plans
Shared resources
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