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Year 8 Curriculum Intent for Art and Design
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. 
By the end of Year 8 students at Dixons Cottingley studying ART will be exposed to the following: 
CYCLE 1 Mark Making – Building on knowledge of the formal elements in Y7, students will explore the theme of mark making. Students will learn how marks can be used to how to express mood or movement, shading of 3D forms and how to represent texture. In relation to this student will analyse the work and mark making techniques of Van Gogh. 

CYCLE 2 Abstraction – Students will look at the work of Kandisnsky and explore the theme of abstract art. Students will learn about the origins of abstraction in art, as well as colour and composition theory. Students will continue to develop skills and techniques in watercolour painting and collage. 

CYCLE 3: Cubism – Student will investigate the theme of Cubism, exploring the ideas and artists involved in the movement. Students will continue to develop skills in analysing art and further develop mark making and watercolour painting techniques.

By the end of Year 8 students at Dixons Cottingley studying  will be taught the following skills: 
The application of the formal elements is a common theme throughout all teaching.
The use of marks for different purpose e.g. the creation of realistic texture, modelling 3d form on a 2d surface, expression of mood, emotion and dynamism
Observational drawing using a range of media to show accuracy of shape, tone and texture
What is meant by Abstract art and explore the work and ideas of Abstract artists
   How the formal elements are used in and alongside design principles. 
   Use Symbols to express meaning. 
  Colour Theory – mixing secondary and tertiary colours. 
   3D or relief development in abstraction
  Underpinning principles of Cubism 
 Applying Cubist principles to their work
Exploring the different surface treatments found in cubism.

In order to truly appreciate the subject and create deep schema, the Art has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
We offer a balanced curriculum that allows for students to experience a wide range of media and techniques.
 Art is studied from carefully selected sources both Western and Worldwide, with an emphasis on key movements that have impacted design development in a significant way permeating across arts disciplines e.g. Architecture, Sculpture
Opportunities are made throughout for students to reflect and revisit a skill or medium, perhaps utilizing this to a different end.
From the Real to the Abstract, art taught in year 8 not only introduces students to some significant style movements in art but also touches upon the wider context, climate and mindset that these styles developed in.
By the end of year 8 students will have had the opportunity to continue to improve their observational drawing skills whilst being introduced to two significant art movements/styles that continue to impact contemporary design.

The ART curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by:
The National Curriculum
Our  ART curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
Providing the students with the basic equipment required to access the Art curriculum
Each student has their own sketchbook to record and document their progress throughout the academic year
Providing a wide range of skills and techniques that all can access
For example - Clay used in year 7 offers the student a range of possibilities. Its malleable quality renders it ideal for the manipulation of form and the exploration of texture. In clay the student can find a springboard for creative expression allowing them to explore the formal elements from a different perspective.
The curriculum is flexible and can be adapted to facilitate different situations and demands e.g.  In year 8 a Kandinsky inspired abstract piece may be developed in card creating opportunities for personal expression in constructing, inventing and manipulating in 3D. The qualities, limitations and potential of a variety of materials are thus explored and adapted for the student 
Providing clear and concise formative assessment to individuals
Maintaining an inclusive learning environment
Sources from male and female artists: It is important to provide access to the work of a balanced cross-section of artists.
Developing student/ teacher relationships
Plan inclusive lessons considering students’ needs and celebrating individual expression, and address issues of difference, challenge stereotypes and promote positive attitudes.

Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
Spiritual– In Art the work of students becomes a spiritual encounter as it develops from the initial learning of skills. They are introduced to the work of great Artists and experience wonder and awe at the achievements of these great works of art. They also experience great admiration and respect for their peers’ work when they see the level of achievement and progress. Pupils understand that this standard of work does not happen immediately but requires endurance and determination
Moral – The department rules are clear guidelines to which pupils adhere, and we positively promote the academies values. They incorporate mutual respect and the consideration for others’ work. Pupils are encouraged to show compassion when assessing the work of others through AFL activities, understanding how their comments can build up or destroy another’s self-belief. 
Social – Art and Design frequently requires all pupils to work in pairs, groups or teams. Pupil often work collaboratively requiring cooperation and communication linking to the development of trust, determination and integrity. 
Cultural – All schemes of learning link with contextual themes involving various cultures and civilizations from around the world. They lead to a greater understanding of different ways of life and a respect for cultures that are very different from our own; how they can enrich our own lives. The fusion of artwork between our own and other cultures leads to pupils incorporating designs, patterns and motifs in their own work developed by a deeper understanding of the culture. 
Further Information can be found in:
Long term plans
The National Curriculum
Wider Reading on Subject topics  
BBC Bite size
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