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Year 9 Curriculum Intent for Geography
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. We achieve this in Geography through the below:
By the end of Year 9 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Geography will be exposed to the following: KNOWLEDGE
For topic 1, this topic has been selected to bring together their literacy skills of making geographical decisions as well as expressing their moral and ethical concepts that they will have learnt from Year 7 and 8. Students will be expected to present their ideas in a mature manner with use of writing and speaking frames, allowing them to become respectful global citizens. The focus is to ensure students are taught how to play a positive role in society and analyse which strategies are being used to ensure our world is becoming a better place. 
This will be done by exposing them to the political truths about the world and allowing them to make genuine decisions. This topic will also highlight sustainability more in depth which has been touched upon in Year 7 and 8. This is a  difficult concept therefore can be investigated further. Below will be a list of themes and the knowledge that students should gain. Students will then start their KS4 GCSE Geography topics after Christmas. This was decided as students will have developed at this point the exposure of knowledge and skills mentioned in the Year 7-8 curriculum intent in order to go forward with their GCSE studies.  
Year 9 GCSE will start with students learning about Physical Landscapes in the UK (Coasts and Rivers). The reason why this is the firsttopic as it heavily involves OS map skills and Mathematical skills.  From the AQA exam report in recent years this is a an area of weakness for students nationally so focusing on this right at the beginning of their GCSEs will give students the opportunity to develop these skills further overtime. This will also provide a good benchmark for students to understand the expectations of what skills they are expected to complete and will see the links from the skills they practised in KS3 and now at GCSE. The biggest marks in  this topic is 6 marks. 
Students will continue with physical Geography towards the end of year where they will finish with Tectonics which is extremely engaging so ending the year in an exciting way so students can be excited for Year 10 the next year. The reason why Physical Geography and Human Geography is done in separate years as it will make it easier for students to differentiate the topics and link to the Paper 1 and Paper 2 when it gets to Year 11. It has been experimented to mix up human and physical previously throughout both years but as it gets to Year 11, students have been more confused on which is physical and which is human. It was therefore decided to split the years by teaching paper by paper. To add further, within the topics there will always be elements of having to teach human in physical and vice versa so students are accessing and thinking about all types of Geography all the time. For example, In the Rivers topic, students learn about how humans have impacted and influenced river systems upon the River Tees.

Topic 1 – Future Geography – This topic will mainly focus on current issues that are happening around the world as well as analysing how we are going to adapt to future challenges. This is important for students to understand politically what is happening so that when they leave school, they can become confident in voicing their own opinions and make sensible choices. This will be implemented in lessons via discussions, speeches and writing letters where they can consider the issues in depth. 
Lessons will include 4 main themes: 
The future of the EU – Students will understand why the UK is not part of the EU. The UK not being part of the EU is going to be the future so it is important for students to understand what their country will look like in years to come and how it may affect them individually as well as in society. Students will be exposed to the historical context on why the decision was made and will understand what the implications will be for the UK and the rest of the world. Research from the BBC news as well as the governmental websites will support these lessons where they will be exposed with up to date political facts from gov.org.
Energy Crisis – It is important for students to learn that we are using more energy more than ever. The government in the UK as well as other governments around the world are preparing on how we should manage the shortages. They need to be aware of how we could use energy in a more sustainable manner. Lessons will focus on what energy we are using, how much and problems of using too much. Also, there will be a focus on the UK running out of gas and our reliance on other countries for energy such as Russia.  Students will be thinking for themselves on the options available and what energy we should be using e.g. solar farms? Wind farms in the North Sea? Students will be exposed to the idea of whether we should be fracking or not or whether we should use more nuclear energy.  Students need to be aware of the risks these could bring but consider the benefits. They will need to consider the sustainability of the different options. The stool of sustainability theory will be applied in this lesson. The theories and concepts will be based around articles found the BBC news as well as from websites such as Greenpeace. 
Food Crisis – Students need to understand that there are hunger issues around the world and it is important for them to understand why hunger still occurs. Other concepts they will also consider is whether we should rely on other countries for food or buy food locally For example, the UK relies on export of food such as mangetout from Kenya. Students will need to ask themselves the question ‘should we support countries when buying food abroad like Kenya? Or should we be focusing on buying food locally and supporting British Farmers?’ These debates with be supported from websites such as food revolution website where concerns are expressed from food miles increasing carbon dioxide levels in our atmosphere. The stool of sustainability theory will be applied in this lesson. The BBC has also investigated alternative ways of ensuring countries such as LICs have enough food e.g. Food labs and insect production as a form of protein. 
Plastic Crisis – Plastic and the over use of it has been a big story in the news, It is important for students to learn about where plastic comes from, where it is disposed and how, the impact of humans disposing plastic in harmful way and what could be done to ensure plastic is disposed of properly. They will also see what strategies the government and companies are doing to ensure targets are met. They will be exposed to facts from websites such as SAS.ORG where they have researched this in depth e.g. SAS.ORG researched that in 2016 more than 7 billion people produced over 320 million tons of plastic which is set to double by 2034. Students will need to express their ethical and moral decisions on the use of plastic and disposal of it.
Topic 2 – Physical Landscapes in the UK 
Coasts – To ensure the students are following the AQA specification, they need to understand the erosional, depositional and transportation processes in coastal areas, the features formed and the management of protecting against coastal erosion.  Students will be exposed to facts regarding the Holderness Coast. For example, the Holderness Coast is the fastest eroding coastline in the UK according to AQA support resources. Students will see what management strategies are currently used in places such as Hornsea and Withernsea (sea walls and groynes) where up to date facts can be found on the East Riding website. 
Rivers – To ensure the students are following the AQA specification, they need to understand the erosional, depositional and transportation processes, the features formed and management of protecting against river flooding. Students will learn in depth the features found along the River Tees in which they will access this information via Geofiles, a River Tees documentary. They will also investigate the river flood management strategies that have been put in place from the Environmental Agency and AQA textbook. 
Topic 3 – Natural Hazards – Students will learn in depth causes of natural hazards such as tectonic, weather and climate change. With tectonics, they will understand the theory of continental drift derived from Wagner and understand why we have earthquakes and volcanoes globally. Students will learn about earthquakes. They will study two earthquakes from different levels of economic development to see how the impacts and responses vary. From KS3, they should be able to use their skills of understanding the differences between primary and secondary effects and immediate and long term responses to successfully analyse these. In the weather hazards sub topic, they will learn about the distribution and formation of tropical storms. They will study in depth a case study example e.g. Typhoon Haiyan in which again they need to learn about the causes, impacts and responses of a tropical storm. Information of this hazard is widely reported but BBC is most reliable for students to reference back to. Lastly in this topic, they will learn about climate change in depth, particularly on the evidence for climate change from glacial to interglacial periods which is referenced in AQA textbooks, the natural and human causes of climate change and the potential impacts climate change could have upon the world. Research from the environmental agency, BBC and Greenpeace will also help students to be exposed to the true facts about this hazard and will be applied in lessons.
By the end of Year 9 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Geography will be taught the following skills: 
To focus on scale of countries in depth 
Development of mathematical skills such as working out the range, median and mode of data, 
Development of graph skills such as completing a graph and analysing different types of graphs such as climate graphs and choropleth maps.
For coasts and rivers to study the geographical features seen on OS map and being able to understand the direction shown on a map in comparison to a photograph.
To implement geographical language into everyday vocabulary such as sustainability, significance, agriculture, infrastructure, social, economic and environmental, primary and secondary
To be able to link back to facts and knowledge by referring to a case study and example e.g. Holderness Coast, River Tees, L’Aquila Earthquake, Nepal Earthquake, Typhoon Haiyan
How to write a detailed write up on evaluation and assessing geographical issues
To be able to apply their understanding to different contexts.
In order to truly appreciate the subject and create deep schema, Geography has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
The following schema allows students to develop stage by stage their geographical skills (OS maps, maths, graphs) to then developing their writing skills (from explanations to evaluations). It is important to teach these skills if students decide to carry on Geography at A level in which they will need to continue using these skills. These skills will support students in other subjects such as Maths and Science where they practise similar tasks such as working out the mean of a data set. Also, being able to use these scientific and mathematical skills can be transferred across over realms in future employment such as science, analyst based work and planning work. The use of key terms will also develop topic by topic but they can make links back as well thinking ahead. They will investigate further from KS3 physical processes and systems and human interaction with them in a variety of places and at a range of scales. The aim is to expose students and allow them to develop their understanding of tectonic, geomorphological, biological and management strategies governed by sustainability and consideration of the direct and indirect effects of human interaction wirh the earth and atmosphere. 
Topic 1 KS3 – Future Geography – this topic introduces the concepts of what our future like physically and how human practises may change. This topic has been selected to enable students to develop their political geography as well as developing their concepts of sustainability. The topics chosen to cover this will allow students to think critically. It will also allow students to understand what it takes to be a good global citizen both morally and intellectually. They will learn about current issues such as issues of the food crisis, energy crisis, and plastic. The aim is to ensure students are confident about their future Geography and develop a sense of ‘what is the right thing to do’ in certain contexts.  They will develop further their explanations and will continue to be confident in using OS map skills, maths and graph skills that they can take forward with them in year 9 and GCSE Geography. 
Topic 2 – Physical Landscapes in the UK (AQA) – Coasts and Rivers – this topic introduces the ideas of how things work and the different processes involved. They will learn features and management in coastal and fluvial landscapes. They will begin to learn how to write up good explanation points and will practise using OS map skills, maths and graph skills that they can take forward with them in year 9, 10 and 11. They will learn about how both physical and human factors affect the coastline and river systems in the UK. The Rivers topic supports the coasts topic but in a different context in which they will be introduced to processes involved in a river, the features found and how the landscape it managed. The case studies of the Holderness Coast and the River Tees are great examples of areas where students can learn about the processes, features and management and in a clear yet engaging way. Holderness Coast also allows students to understand their regional geography where many students may go to the Holderness coast on holidays and may discuss personal knowledge of what they have seen there. Students will begin to develop their explanations and will continue to be confident in using OS map skills, maths and graph skills that they can take forward with them in year 9, 10 and 11. They will learn about how both physical and human factors affect the coastline in the UK.
Topic 3 – Natural hazards – Students will be exposed to what hazards are and the concepts of what makes something a hazard. They will focus on tectonics by which they will learn about the L’Aquila (HIC) earthquake and Nepal (LIC) earthquake case studies. Students need to understand how the causes, impacts and responses involved may differ from country to country. These case studies were selected as they show interesting contrasts which it gives students to investigate and discuss why there were differences but also similarities. The terms such as impacts and responses will have been used at KS3 so this topic will allow them to elaborate on ideas further. The Weather hazards sub-topic will allow students to have an understanding of what a weather hazard is. They will learn about extreme weather case studies such as The Cumbria Floods which was selected for its devastation but also quick management strategies. Students will focus on the causes, impacts and responses involved. They will also study Typhoon Haiyan which a tropical storm. This was selected as it was a significant event and even today, people are still adapting to the disaster which is important for students to understand that some countries cannot cope with hazards. Climate change – this will allow students to have an understanding of what the natural and human causes of climate change are, the impacts of it and the mitigation and adaptation strategies being used.   Students will investigate how countries such as the UK are already feeling the effects of climate change and will investigate what the government are doing to respond. They will also see how other countries such as Bangladesh will manage the effects and the responses. David Attenborough had raised this awareness of climate change where students will understand his concerns by watching short documentaries.
The Geography curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by: 
AQA Geography Specification – this specification was chosen as it balances the physical, human and geographical fieldwork aspect equally. It matches the development of a sequences of geography from the KS3 geography curriculum derived and supported form the national curriculum, allowing students to succeed at GCSE and become expert geographers. The concepts and ideas in the specification also means students to have an understanding processes and place knowledge in more depth. The depth will allow students to gain a better understanding of the world around them.
Governmental policies and organisations e.g. Environment Agency, Royal Geographical Society, Meteorological Society
NGOs e.g. Red Cross, Greenpeace
Legislations e.g. Antarctic Treaty
Key role models e.g. David Attenborough, Simon Ross (AQA)
The Geography team – Geography graduates from Lancaster University and Liverpool University – Expert Geographers both Physical and Human concepts studied 
Our Geography curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
Disadvantaged students will follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of geographical knowledge. They will be supported through quality first teaching and intervention and support as required whether that is in their mathematical, scientific or literacy skills. Geography lessons will involve students watching clips from the News, environmental documentaries, photography as well as reading up on up to date information. This will allow them to be exposed to key concepts and issues that perhaps they may not be able to access. Development in their confidence is also key in Geography and this will be devised by encouragement of discussions in class and speaking out loud. This will help with their confidence which should help them throughout their school studies and these skills are vital for the real world of work. Activities including fieldwork will allow them to appreciate the world around them as well as being able to apply the skills learnt in class outdoors engaging them and developing their progress further.  
SEN students follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of geographical knowledge. This is supported through clearly differentiated and personalised teaching. This will be seen in the format of support given (e.g. writing frames and sentence starters) to students to develop their literacy, scientific and mathematical skills as well as enabling them to develop their speaking skills.
Students will be encouraged to develop their literacy and knowledge by reading suggested books to help with their progress e.g. horrible geographies and stories relating to a topic
Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
Students will be equipped with up to date powerful knowledge as shown above with systematic and powerful knowledge. The opportunities will allow them to become confident individuals where they question the world we live in and will have the urgency to want to find out more and research. Their skills that they will develop will allow them to apply their skills in the real world and support our community.
The skills involved will allow students to develop their skills in other subjects as well as preparing them for the real world of world e.g. map skills, maths skills and general knowledge of their local and wider world. They will be exposed to real geographers and how they apply these skills in their work. 
The topics will allow them to think about the impacts incidents have on people, the environment and the economy. They will have opportunities to make decisions on issues and consider what the moral thing to do is. 
Students will see the impacts locally e.g. cultural dilution, regionally, nationally and globally and will be able to synthesize their ideas. They will be exposed to the outdoors and learning outside, they also able to develop skills of issues they see around them and consider ethical issues in their own communities.
A true love of Geography is developed by teaching beyond the domain of the GCSE specification. Examples of such content: (Complete for Years 9 – 11 only)
Learn about different case studies around the world rather than case studies they will study at GCSE e.g. Plastic and the impacts globally, food factories. Plastic in the Pacific ocean, the dash for gas case study in the UK, Exposure to past nuclear events such as Chernobyl etc.
Students to complete an outdoor activity on developing their compass skills and the impacts they can see around the school complex
Further Information can be found in: Long term plans and Knowledge Navigators
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