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Year 11 Curriculum Intent for Geography
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. We achieve this in Geography through the below:
By the end of Year 11 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Geography will be exposed to the following: KNOWLEDGE
In Year 11 students will finish learning content for Human Geography (The Changing Economic World topic) if needed and will proceed to focus on their paper 3. Paper 3 involves two parts. First part will be a synoptic paper where students in March will be sent a booklet based on a Geographical topic (usually connected with a topic they will have already learnt about). It therefore makes practical sense to focus on this part of the course during the time they receive their booklet. As a class we will consider possible questions they could be asked, critically analysing the booklet and consider what potential decisions students may need to make. In Year 8, students studied a topic called making geographical decisions so previous experience of this as well as continously having to make moral/ethical decisions throughout the course in Year 9-11 will help them access this well. 
After studying Economic World, students will then focus on their fieldwork topic which is part of the paper 3. Students need to study a physical and human theme. In year 7 students will have practised doing their own enquiry so should trigger memory but with students going on fieldwork trips throughout Year7-10, this will allow students to access this well. This means that Year 11 will mainly focus on finishing Human Geography and paper 3. Focusing on paper 3 in Year 11 makes practical sense as this is a paper they will do last in their GCSEs and it is an opportunity for students to reflect their learning in this part of the course.
Topic 1 – Economic World – Students will study their last Human Geography topic of investigating variations in economic development around the world and studying the quality of life. They will also investigate why there is a development gap between different countries which focuses a lot on historical context. Students will then need to investigate how governments study development and the different ways to measure development. It is this part of the course where students will study a range of data which can tell you a lot about a country e.g. literacy rates, death rates, GDP. These terms they will have come across in Year 8 but will be reminded of what they mean and in more depth. Students will then learn about strategies to close the development gap as well as The UK’S economic development – past and present. This Human topic is difficult as there are many acronyms for students to study and it is economic based so focuses a lot of business and politics. This is important knowledge as our world is governed by government and business which have big influences in our lives. By studying this in Year 11, students should have developed the geographical skills needed to be able to access this part of the course. However, from the exam board report, this is a topic that students find more difficult nationally so will make sure that this topic has ‘extra’ lessons if we need to go over topics again. 
Topic 2a – Human and Physical Fieldwork
For their human fieldwork, students will visit Bradford to see the impacts of regeneration. This topic links with the Urban Issues and Challenges topic and also they are investigating a different regional city which allows them to expand on their geographical knowledge further. Bradford is also chosen as it is close to school so students can access data reliably and if we need to go back for more data collection it can be done easily. Bradford is also a prime example of where regeneration has occurred recently so are able to make comparisons with Leeds and Bradford. Students will have to go through the enquiry by which they will come up with a hypothesis, link it to a theory, collect their data needed, present the data, analyse the data, evaluate the data and then make reliable and valid conclusions. For their physical fieldwork, students will carry out a Coasts study, studying whether hard engineering is effective along the Hornsea coastline. This is an important opportunity for students to enrich their team-working, communication, organisational and scientific skills. These skills are relevant in many work places such as the environment agency other scientific work. It is also important that students experience Geography in the outdoors and create memories of building relationships with their friends and teachers which they cherish for the rest of their lives.
Topic 2b – Issue Evaluation – This topic will allow students to use what they have learnt in Year 9 and 10 to think critically and show their problem solving skills. They will have the opportunity to apply their geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding by looking at a particular issue(s) derived from secondary sources. The issue will be focused on a topic that they have learnt in Year 9 or 10. This is an important part of the course for students to learn as it is an opportunity for students to be given a lot of text and data in which they will have to analyse. It is the analytical skills they are developing here which are important skills particularly when they go into the world of work but also developing their literacy, scientific and mathematical skills. This should support them in other subject areas such as English, Maths and Science. 
Topic 3 – Revision – To prepare students for their exams, it is critically that students have the opportunity to recap on their knowledge. Students should have finished their content by February which gives students enough time to go over content and skills. Lessons will involve recapping on previous knowledge as well as practising maths, graph and mapping skills. 



By the end of Year 11 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Geography will be taught the following skills: 
To focus on scale of countries in depth e.g. understanding the location of Jamaica on a local, regional and global scale. This doesn’t get harder as such but widens their knowledge of more geographical places. 
Recapping of mathematical skills such as working out the range, median, mode of data, percentage change, and so on. There will be an element of revising over past skills.
Recapping of graph and map skills and exposure of analysing more types of graphs and maps such as pictograms and isoline maps
To begin learning key terms in Geography that will always be used e.g. deindustrialisation, development gap, development indicators etc.
To think critically about particular concepts and ideas by completing 9 mark questions to a good standard
How to write a detailed write up on evaluation and assessing geographical issues
To be able to apply their understanding to different contexts e.g. paper 3.
Development of Fieldwork and enquiry skills in more depth in comparison at KS3
Revision and study skills
Recapping on past topics 
In order to truly appreciate the subject and create deep schema, Geography has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
The following schema allows students to develop further stage by stage their geographical skills (OS maps, maths, graphs) to continue developing their writing skills (from explanations to evaluations). They will need to ensure they can apply their understanding to other topics as well as supporting their ideas with specific facts or examples. Students will be required to draw together knowledge, understanding and skills from the full course of study. It will be an opportunity for strudents to show their breath of understanding and evaluative appreciation of the interrelationships between different aspects of geographical study. 

Topic 1 – Economic World – Now students have been introduced to the economic geography terms and have been exposed to how current human processes work, they can develop this further by studying variations in economic development and quality of life. They will investigate what development is and why development varies across the world. They will investigate the impact these variations have had and what strategies are now being used to reduce the development gap. There will be a focus on countries such as Jamaica, Nigeria and the UK. Students will analyse the differences and similarities in development.  It is important for students to study this topic as it will allow them to have a greater understanding of how businesses operate around the round and what allows countries to become richer or what can make a country to become poor. Understanding these themes will therefore allow students to develop ideas themselves of what could be done to ensure people around the world have a good quality of life. 
Topic 2a– Human and Physical Fieldwork – students need to undertake two geographical enquiries each of which must include the use of primary data, collected as part of a fieldwork exercise. There needs to be a clear link between the subject content and geographical enquiries which can be based on any part of the content addressed from units taught in Year 9 and 10. The topics they will therefore focus on will be a coasts study where they will see how effective hard engineering is along the Hornsea coastline and the impact of regeneration in Braford. They will be able to apply their skills of using OS maps, maths in this topic as well as recapping on past knowledge and applying it to a new context. It is important for students to carry out fieldwork as it will develop their communication, team work, analytical and scientific skills. 
Topic 2b – Issue Evaluation – This topic will allow students to use what they have learnt in Year 9 and 10 to think critically and show their problem solving skills. They will have the opportunity to apply their geographical skills and applied knowledge and understanding by looking at a particular issue(s) derived from secondary sources. The issue will be focused on a topic that they have learnt in Year 9 or 10. It is important for students to undertake this task as it can applied to real life situations such as in the workplace where students may have to analyse lots of information and data and make reliable decisions.
Topic 3 – Revision – To prepare students for their exams, it is critically that students have the opportunity to recap on their knowledge so that they can succeed in their GCSE’s, go onto college and lead a happy and successful life.. 

The Geography curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by: 
AQA GCSE Specification
Governmental policies and organisations e.g. Environment Agency, Royal Geographical Society, WHO, WaterAid, Fairtrade,
NGOs e.g. Red Cross, Greenpeace
Theories e.g. Bradshaw Theory for investigating River Discharge
Key role models e.g. David Attenborough, Simon Ross (AQA)
The Geography team – Geography graduates from Lancaster University and Liverpool University – Expert Geographers both Physical and Human concepts studied 
Our Geography curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
Disadvantaged students will follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of geographical knowledge. They will be supported through quality first teaching and intervention and support as required whether that is in their mathematical, scientific or literacy skills. Geography lessons will involve students watching clips from the News, environmental documentaries, photography as well as reading up on up to date information. This will allow them to be exposed to key concepts and issues that perhaps they may not be able to access. Development in their confidence is also key in Geography and this will be devised by encouragement of discussions in class and speaking out loud. This will help with their confidence which should help them throughout their school studies and these skills are vital for the real world of work. Activities including fieldwork will allow them to appreciate the world around them as well as being able to apply the skills learnt in class outdoors engaging them and developing their progress further.  
SEN students follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of geographical knowledge. This is supported through clearly differentiated and personalised teaching. This will be seen in the format of support given (e.g. writing frames and sentence starters)  to students to develop their literacy, scientific and mathematical skills as well as enabling them to develop their speaking skills.
Students will be encouraged to develop their literacy and knowledge by reading suggested books to help with their progress e.g. horrible geographies and stories relating to a topic
Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
Students will be equipped with up to date powerful knowledge as shown above with systematic and powerful knowledge. The opportunities will allow them to become confident individuals where they question the world we live in and will have the urgency to want to find out more and research. Their skills that they will develop will allow them to apply their skills in the real world and support our community.
The skills involved will allow students to develop their skills in other subjects as well as preparing them for the real world of world e.g. map skills, maths skills and general knowledge of their local and wider world. They will be exposed to real geographers and how they apply these skills in their work. 
The topics will allow them to think about the impacts incidents have on people, the environment and the economy. They will have opportunities to make decisions on particular issues and consider the moral thing to do. 
Students will see the impacts locally e.g. cultural dilution, regionally, nationally and globally and will be able to synthesize their ideas. They will be exposed to the outdoors and learning outside, they also able to develop skills of issues they see around them and consider ethical issues in their own communities.
A true love of Geography is developed by teaching beyond the domain of the GCSE specification. Examples of such content: (Complete for Years 9 – 11 only)
Learn about different case studies around the world rather than case studies they will study at GCSE e.g. studying African countries and understanding why there is a development gap
Students to complete an outdoor activity 
Duke of Edinburgh opportunities 
Exposure to key speakers and events
Further Information can be found in:
Long term plans and Knowledge Navigators
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