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Year 10 Curriculum Intent for Geography
At Dixons Cottingley we develop students to lead successful and happy lives and make a positive contribution to their community. Our curriculum in each year is designed to provide experiences, opportunities, knowledge and skills that enrich and challenge our students. We understand that the curriculum is key to determining the life chances and choices for our students and therefore we will not compromise on providing the very best. We achieve this in Geography through the below:
By the end of Year 10 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Geography will be exposed to the following: KNOWLEDGE
In Year 10 students will finish learning content for physical Geography (Weather Hazards, Climate Change and The Living World topic) and will prooceed to learn Human Geography (Urban Issues and Challenges).  As already stated in the Year 9 curriculum intent, the reason why Physical Geography and Human Geography is done in separate years as it will make it easily for students to differentiate the topics and link to the Paper 1 and Paper 2 when it gets to Year 11. 
It has been experimented mixing up human and physical Geography throughout both years but as it gets to Year 11, students have been more confused on which is physical and which is human. It was therefore decided to split the years by teaching paper by paper. To add further, within the topics there will always be elements of having to teach human in physical and vice versa so students are accessing and thinking about all types of Geography all the time. For example, In the Rivers topic, students learn about how humans have impacted and influenced river systems upon the River Tees.

Topic 1 - The Living World – Ecosystems – For topic 1, this topic will be a continuation from Year 9 where students will need to learn about processes, features and thinking logically. This is a slightly harder topic but as students will have learnt the vital scientific and logical skills from Year 9 this should allow them access the content well. They will learn about what is an ecosystem and will be see the links between different components. This is important for  them to recognise the reliance plants, animals and other feautures of an ecosystem has on each other in order to survive. This topic links with the topics they will learn about in Science where they learn about food chains and food webs which will help develop their knowledge further. They will also need to learn about where Tropical rainforests are distributed, the features they have, the impacts they face (both positive and negative) and how they are being managed sustainably. Again, similar contexts from previous topics from KS3 to Year 9 will allow them access this but thinking about a different context. It is well documentated recently the importance of rainforests and the problems that are being faced with so this topic is very current for them to learn. Furthermore, students will need to learn about a cold environments e.g. Alaska and will again investigate the same themes. These environments have in common that they are fragile and it is important for students to undertstand they these ecosystems can change dramatically if not looked after properly. This will allow them to make important decisions and reflect upon their own behaviours and how their actions could influence their surroundings.

Topic 2 – Urban Issues and Challenges – Students will then proceed to learn about Human Geography. Firstly, they will investigate where most cities are distributed and will consider reasons for why the cities are located the way they are. They will also investigate what a megacity is and again consider what results in a megacity forming. Students will then need to apply their understanding of cities by learning in depth a city in HIC and a city in a NEE. For a HIC, Leeds has been chosen. This city is close to the school and students can use their own experience of visiting Leeds and connect with it well in lessons. Students will receive up to date research from Leeds City Council. For an NEE city, Mumbai was chosen. This city has not been investigated before and is an interesting unique city to investigate and students should find engaging. Information on this city is in the AQA book but also there are documentaries such as ‘Kevin Mccloud’ who has visited Mumbai and students can see what his experience is like. When investigating the cities they will learn about the push and pull factors, the importance of these cities locally, regionally and globally; the opportunities and the challenges faced. It is important for students to learn about urban areas as the world is becoming more urbanised so may affect them personally but also many careers are based in the urban areas so reflects the real world.

Topic 3 – Resource Management – The last topic students will learn about in Year 10 will be Resource Management. Students will study an Overview of food, water and energy globally by studying inequalities, the effects of differences. Students will study a range of choropleth maps to see these inequalities and will be supported with facts on malnutrition, obesity, cholera rates, and poverty. Research on the statistics comes from a variety of trustworthy organisations such as WHO and The Environment Agency. Students are then expected to focus on one of the three topics. Students in Year 9 will have touched upon some of these basic ideas of food, energy but will have not learnt about water. When studying water, they will learn about causes of water insecurity, impacts of water insecurity, managing water, sustaining water, large scale and local water management schemes to increase water supply. It is important for students to learn about water as it is a resource that people do take for granted so it is important for them to recognise what water is used for (not only for drinking) and what is happening around the world places having too much or too little water. There is reflection in this topic also where students have to think for themselves whether they believe they are using water in a sustainable way (thinking about the stool of sustainability). 

Topic 4 – Economic World – Students will study their last Human Geography topic of investigating variations in economic development around the world and studying the quality of life. They will also investigate why there is a development gap between different countries which focuses a lot on historical context. Students will then need to investigate how governments study development and the different ways to measure development. It is this part of the course where students will study a range of data which can tell you a lot about a country e.g. literacy rates, death rates, GDP. These terms they will have come across in Year 8 but will be reminded of what they mean and in more depth. Students will then learn about strategies to close the development gap as well as The UK’S economic development – past and present. This Human topic is difficult as there are many acronyms for students to study and it is economic based so focuses a lot of business and politics. This is important knowledge as our world is governed by government and business which have big influences in our lives. By studying this in Year 11, students should have developed the geographical skills needed to be able to access this part of the course. However, from the exam board report, this is a topic that students find more difficult nationally so will make sure that this topic has ‘extra’ lessons if we need to go over topics again. 



By the end of Year 10 students at Dixons Cottingley studying Geography will be taught the following skills: 
To focus on scale of countries in depth e.g. understanding the location of Mumbai on a local, regional and global scale. This widens their knowledge of more geographical places. 
Development of mathematical skills such as working out the range, median, mode of data, percentage change, and so on. By Year 10 they will practise the same skills as well as new skills. There will be an element of revising over past skills.
Development of graph and map skills and exposure of analysing more types of graphs and maps such as dual bar graphs and desire line maps
To begin learning key terms in Geography that will always be used e.g. regeneration, urban sprawl, deindustrialisation etc.
To begin to synthesise and create a cultural and moral understanding of even more places around the world
To think critically about particular concepts and ideas by completing 9 mark questions to a good standard
How to write a detailed write up on evaluation and assessing geographical issues
To be able to apply their understanding to different contexts.
In order to truly appreciate the subject and create deep schema, Geography has been sequenced with the following rationale: 
The following schema allows students to develop further stage by stage their geographical skills (OS maps, maths, graphs) to continue developing their writing skills (from explanations to evaluations). They will need to ensure they can apply their understanding to other topics as well as supporting their ideas with specific facts or examples. This year is focusing on human processes, systems and outcomes and how these change both spatially and temporarlly. They will study a variety of places and at range of scales and study states of development, such as HICs, LICs, and NEES. The aim is to develop their understanding of the factors that produce a variety of human environments, the dyanmic nature of these environemtns and how they change overtime. They will make links from their physical geography to their human by which they will study sustainable management and current and future challenge of these environments. 
Topic 1 - The Living World – Ecosystems – The challenge here will be for students to think more scientifically as they will be learning about topics such as the nutrient cycle and food chains. This scientific knowledge will help them develop an understanding of how processes work and they can link forward to other topics such as tropical rainforests and Cold environments. The science from topic 1 and 2 will support also. Again, students will develop applying their understanding to other contexts as well as using mathematical skills. Students will then focus on tropical Rainforests where they will learn about the characteristics and structure of the Tropical rainforest as well as having an understanding of where they form and why. They will then begin to look at the positive and negative impacts of deforestation and how organisations are trying to manage them sustainably. They will be reintroduced to the idea of sustainability which they will have studied at and look deeply what management involves.  Finally, they will end with Cold environments where the students will apply their understanding of what they learnt from ecosystems and tropical rainforests to cold environments and will learn similar concepts. With this topic, there is a focus on SMSC where students will have to consider whether practises that are carried out in these fragile environments are ethical and the cultural impacts it could have upon people. This adds to the idea of students becoming wary global citizens and are able to make mature opinions about how our world should be looked after.
Topic 2 – Urban Issues and Challenges – this topic introduces the ideas of where UK cities are distributed and why. They will learn about where the megacities are in the world and why our urban landscapes are changing. They will learn in depth about a HIC and NEE city and make comparisons on the opportunities and challenges that these cities face. They will be introduced to a variety of economic terminology that they can also apply with other topics throughout the year. Some terminology will also link with Year 9.  
Topic 3 – Resource Management – Having a better knowledge of urban areas, looking at places around the world, this topic allows students to understand the importance of food, water and energy nationally and globally. They will be faced with current issues and statistics and will make moral judgements. They will then learn in depth about water in the UK and around the world and will focus on topics such as water deficit, water surplus, water insecurities and understand the physical and human factors affecting these. They will apply their knowledge to real life examples in the UK and global regions.  They will begin to develop further their explanations and will continue to be confident in using OS map skills, maths and graph skills that they can take forward with them in year 11. 
Topic 4 – Economic World – Now students have been introduced to the economic geography terms and have been exposed to how current human processes work, they can develop this further by studying variations in economic development and quality of life. They will investigate strategies to reduce the development gap and why parts of the world are developing rapidly while some are developing slowly. 

The Geography curriculum at Cottingley has been influenced by: 
AQA Geography Specification – this specification was chosen as it balances the physical, human and geographical fieldwork aspect equally. It matches the development of a sequences of geography from the KS3 geography curriculum derived and supported form the national curriculum, allowing students to succeed at GCSE and become expert geographers. The concepts and ideas in the specification also means students to have an understanding processes and place knowledge in more depth. The depth will allow students to gain a better understanding of the world around them.
Governmental policies and organisations e.g. Environment Agency, Royal Geographical Society, WWF, Leeds City Council
NGOs e.g. Red Cross, Greenpeace
Legislations e.g. Antarctic Treaty, Forestry legislations  
Key role models e.g. David Attenborough, Simon Ross (AQA)
The Geography team – Geography graduates from Lancaster University and Liverpool University – Expert Geographers both Physical and Human concepts studied 
Our Geography curriculum ensures that social disadvantage is addressed through:
Disadvantaged students will follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of geographical knowledge. They will be supported through quality first teaching and intervention and support as required whether that is in their mathematical, scientific or literacy skills. Geography lessons will involve students watching clips from the News, environmental documentaries, photography as well as reading up on up to date information. This will allow them to be exposed to key concepts and issues that perhaps they may not be able to access. Development in their confidence is also key in Geography and this will be devised by encouragement of discussions in class and speaking out loud. This will help with their confidence which should help them throughout their school studies and these skills are vital for the real world of work. Activities including fieldwork will allow them to appreciate the world around them as well as being able to apply the skills learnt in class outdoors engaging them and developing their progress further.  
SEN students follow the same curricular pathway as it is important that they are provided with access to the same body of geographical knowledge. This is supported through clearly differentiated and personalised teaching. This will be seen in the format of support given (e.g. writing frames and sentence starters) to students to develop their literacy, scientific and mathematical skills as well as enabling them to develop their speaking skills.
Students will be encouraged to develop their literacy and knowledge by reading suggested books to help with their progress e.g. horrible geographies and stories relating to a topic
Opportunities to build an understanding of social, moral and ethical issues are developed alongside links to the wider world, including careers, through:
Students will be equipped with up to date powerful knowledge as shown above with systematic and powerful knowledge. The opportunities will allow them to become confident individuals where they question the world we live in and will have the urgency to want to find out more and research. Their skills that they will develop will allow them to apply their skills in the real world and support our community.
The skills involved will allow students to develop their skills in other subjects as well as preparing them for the real world of world e.g. map skills, maths skills and general knowledge of their local and wider world. They will be exposed to real geographers and how they apply these skills in their work. 
The topics will allow them to think about the impacts incidents have on people, the environment and the economy. They will have opportunities to make decisions on particular issues and consider the moral thing to do. 
Students will see the impacts locally e.g. cultural dilution, regionally, nationally and globally and will be able to synthesize their ideas. They will be exposed to the outdoors and learning outside, they also able to develop skills of issues they see around them and consider ethical issues in their own communities.
A true love of Geography is developed by teaching beyond the domain of the GCSE specification. Examples of such content: (Complete for Years 9 – 11 only)
Learn about different case studies around the world rather than case studies they will study at GCSE e.g. Middle east issues on water security, Oklahoma in the USA water management strategies etc. 
Exposure to key speakers and events
Students to complete an outdoor activity on developing their compass skills and the impacts they can see around the school complex
Further Information can be found in: Long term plans and Knowledge Navigators


image1.emf
'DIXONS
COTTINGLEY
ACADEMY

Dixons Cottingley Academy is part of the Dixons Academies Charitable Trust - A Company Limited by Guarantee ;\\.L
Registered Office: Dixons City Academy, Ripley Street, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD5 7RR. Registered in England No: 2303464 /'\\’










